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A REGIONAL PLANNING EFFORT; 
INTERACTION, COLLABORATION, AND 
OPPORTUNITY 


THE REGIONAL EFFORT TO... 


KEEP OUR HEADS ABOVE WATER |!!! 


THE EVENT 


HISTORIC POOL LEVEL OF 1,189 FEET ON JANUARY 6&, 
2009 


WHEN WATER LEVELS DROPPED, DEPRESSIONS WERE 
FOUND IN THE ABUTMENT 


FACT SHEET 
HOWARD HANSON DAM POOL RESTRICTION 
FEBRUARY 2009 
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; Howard Hanson Dam Pool Restriction 
US Army C 

ofEngieers.” April 2009 

Seattle District 


Situation: 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is in the process of evaluating the condition of the earthen right 
abutment of the Corps’ Howard Hanson Dam, which provides flood risk reduction and water 
storage on the Green River. Until that assessment can be completed, the Corps of Engineers 
determined it would be prudent to lower the maximum pool level for flood storage from a reservoir 
elevation of 1,206 feet above sea level to a lower level. While the dam itself is not in immediate 
danger of failing, there is increased risk to downstream communities until issues with the right 
abutment have been addressed. Engineers have inspected two depressions that formed in the 
right abutment after the dam was held at a record flood control pool level in January. They have 
installed additional monitoring equipment and are conducting tests to determine with more certainty 
to what elevation the pool can be raised without significant adverse impacts to the abutment. 
Potential impacts of the lower flood storage capacity are increased flood risk to the Green River 
Valley below the dam. Should a major flood event occur with the temporary restriction of pool 
elevation, it is possible that levees in the lower valley could be overtopped. The Corps of 
Engineers is working to quantify the increased risk to downstream areas using the best available 
information. The Corps of Engineers will continuously reassess the pool restriction as conditions 
change and may raise or change the maximum pool elevation after careful deliberation. 


Key Points: 
™ Public safety is the Army Corps’ number one priority. 


™ Howard Hanson Dam presents no immediate danger due to failure to people and 
property below the dam. 


Engineers are inspecting, testing and evaluating the dam to determine if large flood 
pools can be stored without significant adverse impacts to the abutment. 


The Corps is working to determine the increased risk to specific downstream areas 
using the best available information. 


Engineers will re-evaluate the restriction to the pool elevation as more data are 
collected and the situation is more fully understood. 


The Corps of Engineers will continuously reassess the pool restriction as conditions 
change and may change the maximum allowable pool elevation after careful 
deliberation. 


The Corps has informed King County and the downstream cities of this situation, and 
will notify these entities as soon as possible should higher than standard flows be 
required this flood season. Should higher than standard flows become necessary, the 
Corps and local communities have in place a levee monitoring plan to have experts on 
the ground walking levees and providing immediate information to local and federal 
officials about any impacts or potential impacts to levee protection. 
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IS THIS FOR REAL ?? 


PUBLIC 
SKEPTICISM 


WHO HAD SEENA 
FLOOD ??? 


> FINISHED IN 1962 
> PROTECTED THE GREEN RIVER VALLEY 


> AN EARTHEN STRUCTURE BUILT AT EAGLE 
GORGE, NEAR THE TOWN OF PALMER 


> 30 MILES UPSTREAM FROM AUBURN 


> OPERATED BY THE ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
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IS THIS FOR REAL ?? 


QUESTIONS BY ELECTEDS 


AND 


BUSINESS PUSH BACK 


OK... 
WHAT DO WE DO NOW ?? 


CITIES & COUNTY REACT 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 
PREPAREDNESS ACTIVITIES 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES 
SPECIAL PLANNING 


DENIS LAW: 
Only a catastrophic event would flood 
downtown Renton 


VALLEY CITY & COUNTY ACTIVITIES 


————n 
—S - Auburn Mayor declares 
Emergency declared for : emergency to repare 
Green River _ city for possible Green 


River flooding 


° Kent enacts emergency 
- spending guidelines 


e Renton Mayor 
~ Proclaims State of 
Local Emergency 


King County Executive Kurt _ Pre-incident proclamations helped 
Triplett signs the emergency : with preparedness efforts for 
declaration potential flooding on the Green River 
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Howard Hanson Dam 
Planning Group Timeline 


PLANNING 


PIO BRIEFING GROUP 


PLANNING 
PIO BRIEFING 
TO CGS 3/26 


To ces 5/21 camel 
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PIO BRIEFING 
To ces 4/23 


PIO BRIEFING 
TO CGs 6/18 


PIO BRIEFING 
TO CGS 8/27 


PIO BRIEFING 
To ces 10/22 


ONGOING SECTION MEETINGS, 


INTERNAL UNIT AND BRANCH MEETINGS 
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LEGEND 


CGS = COMMAND & GENERAL STAFF MEETING, TTX = TABLE TOP EXERCISE TBD = TO BE DETERMINED 


OAP = OPERATION ACTION PLAN PIO = PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER IC = INCIDENT COMMANDER 
3/31/2009 


OK... 
WHAT DO WE DO NOW ?? 


CITIES & COUNTY REACT 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 
PREPAREDNESS ACTIVITIES 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES 
SPECIAL PLANNING 


-Emergency Preparedness Sympos 
Hosted by the-Auburn Aréa; Kent, Renton and Southwest KingCo 
“Chambers of Commerce * 


(OU Flood Ré: 
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Refreshments Available 


, aan ————— 4 
AGENDA for the evenin 
<= Presentations from: 
AUBURN AREA . Army Corps of Engineers 
c oF 
Conmecce | EE a laa Sound Energy 


call 4 FEMA 
KENT CHAMBER WA Sta usiness Continuity 


OF «+ COMMERCE 


Planfiing 


CHAMBER Breakout Sessions with the 
Of COMMERCE Cities of Adburn; Kent 


Renton and Tukwila 
Flood Maps wilf@ Available for Viewing 


Meet with FEMA Certified Flood Ingurers 


Please contact Nancy Wyatt, President, Auburn Are merce at 
_°) 833-0700 or Nancy@AuburnAreaWA. org, to make you tion. 


CITIES, RESIDENTS BRACE FOR 
POTENTIAL GREEN RIVER FLOODING 


FLOOD MEETING UNDERWAY AT 
AUBURN PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER 


BUSINESS COMMUNITY PREPARES 
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BOEING BUILDING HUGE BERMS TO 


PROTECT AGAINST FLOODS 


PSE readies power supply 
infrastructure for flooding 


Flood barriers surround Mill 
Creek Middle School 
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UNIQUE ISSUES AND NEEDS 


- AT- RISK » NON -ENGLISH 
POPULATIONS _ SPEAKING GROUPS 
- MOBILITY CHALLENGED . COMMUNICATION 
> HOMELESS ISSUES 
- ASSISTED LIVING e SHELTERING 
> TRANSPORTATION | 

NEEDS 


> ETC., ETC., ETC. 


WHAT DID WE GET 


PLAN ENHANCEMENTS 
PARTNERSHIPS 


COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 


WHAT DID WE GET 


PREPARATION LEVELS 


RESPONSE COOPERATION 


LEVEE WALKERS 
FLOOD FIGHT 
AIR OPS 
HAZMAT 


COMMUNICATIONS PLANNING 
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WHAT CAUSED CONCERN 


KC COUNTY REACTION 
AGENCY PLANNING IN A VACUUM 
POLITICAL POSTURING - TURF WARS 
INDEPENDENT ACTIONS 
FUNDING ISSUES 
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WHAT NOW ?? 


3-5 YEARS OF ON-GOING CONCERN 


CONTINUED BUILDING ON GAINS 
AND DEVELOPED PLANS 


COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND 
STTUATIONAL AWARENESS 


WHAT DID WE LEARN 


COOPERATION REALLY WORKS !! 


PUBLIC AWARENESS AND TIMELY 
INFORMATION IS CRITICAL 


PARTNERSHIPS WILL WORK TO PREVENT 
PROBLEMS 


WHO WILL LEAD ?? 


WITHOUT INFORMATION FROM, AND 

INVOLVEMENT BY, THE AGENCY AND 

PLANNERS - YOUR COMMUNITY WILL 
TAKE ACTION..... 


IF NO ONE IS LEADING.. 
SOMEONE WILL TAKE IT !! 


QUESTIONS 


DOMINIC V MARZANO 


DIVISION CHIEF / EMERGENCY 
MANAGER 


CITY OF KENT, WA 
253.856.4316 OFFICE 
233.856.4119 Fax 
233.740.0298 CELL 


DMARZANO@CI.KENT.WA.US 


